Do Pigs Value Katastematic Pleasure? ( Summer
2022 K / K Discussion)

Post by “Cassius” of July 1, 2022 at 1:16 PM

So what we face here as people interested not only in understanding Epicurus ourselves but
popularizing it for others is that out there in the wide world anyone who reads about Epicurus is
going to conclude that katastematic pleasure (which DL has mentioned to tell us only that
Epicurus held it to be just one type of pleasure) should be considered to be the equivalent of
"absence of pain" (which implies nothingness unless you define it much further) and thus that
some counterintuitive and ephemeral concept of "nothingness.". Rather than keeping the focus
on pleasure as Epicurus always did, people are being given the idea that rather than
pleasurable living as ordinary people like you and me understand the term, the real focus and
goal of Epicurean Philosophy is some form of nothingness. That may please the Buddhists and
Stoics but is 180 degrees from what the clear bulk of the texts teach.

That is what casual readers have been doing for years and thereby ghettoizing is into a
community only of those who fancy the idea of living in caves and running from all pain as the
real goal of life.

That not only has a bad result, but more important there is good reason to think it is a total
misreading of Epicurus, which sets us up for the task of straightening the whole thing out.
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