Valueless Virtue in Modern Stoicism

Post by “Cassius” of January 10, 2019 at 3:58 PM

As you know LD | totally agree, and if | don't watch myself | will say something | shouldn't =
OK let me go so far as to say that MOSTO seems to be in many respects a British phenomena,
and It irritates me greatly think that the peoples | am most closely related to (and perhaps you?
= ) can't do better than to see how ludicrous their position makes them.

Having recently been pointed to the Ninon De'Ecoles material, and the correspondence she had
with St. Evremond (I will come back and correct spellings) | am now forced to confess that | see
a pattern. For centuries now the French have totally outclassed the English in their study and
understanding of Epicurus. Somehow "stiff upper lip" and being French seem totally impossible
to join together in one picture, and in that respect they run rings around are English ancestors.

Ok so my addition to this thread is not very scholarly and probably not helpful, but after ten
years of studying Epicurus | am still looking for the day when | meet the first Brit who | think
has really internalized what it means to follow Epicurean philosophy. The Brits and most of their
MoSto people seem to be naturally-born Stoics in the worst sense of that word. They have
taken the worst of Stoicism (the ascetic attitude) and ripped from it the intellectual foundation
(the theistic/deterministic worldview) and come up with a result to which | bet my life the
ancient Stoics would be mortified to have their name attached.
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