Episode One Hundred Twenty-Seven - Letter to
Pythocles 02 - The Formation of "Worlds"

Post by “Cassius” of June 25, 2022 at 5:27 AM

Quote from Godfrey

I'm fully on board with the idea of an hierarchy, but in keeping with the mind-
bogglingness of infinity, | can't conceive of a limit such as "best". | suppose there could
be something that is "biggest", but, again, does infinity contain such a limit?

| agree with you that there would be no theoretical limit to "best" other than the practical limits
analogous to "biggest.". He may have thought that there must be a limit to "biggest" because
otherwise that very big thing would already, in an infinite time past, already have grown to
consume the entire universe in size.

Let me look for rhe other references....
The "perplexing question" part is on page 221 under New Hedonism.

The "another pair of forces opposed to each other" is on page 273 under "New Piety"

The section in Lucretius that discusses "no single thing of a kind" is right at the end of book
two:

[1048] First of all, we find that in every direction everywhere, and on either side, above and
below, through all the universe, there is no limit, as | have shown, and indeed the truth cries
out for itself and the nature of the deep shines clear. Now in no way must we think it likely,
since towards every side is infinite empty space, and seeds in unnumbered numbers in the
deep universe fly about in many ways driven on in everlasting motion, that this one world and
sky was brought to birth, but that beyond it all those bodies of matter do naught; above all,
since this world was so made by nature, as the seeds of things themselves of their own accord,
jostling from time to time, were driven together in many ways, rashly, idly, and in vain, and at
last those united, which, suddenly cast together, might become ever and anon the beginnings
of great things, of earth and sea and sky, and the race of living things. Wherefore, again and
again, you must needs confess that there are here and there other gatherings of matter, such
as is this, which the ether holds in its greedy grip.

[1067] Moreover, when there is much matter ready to hand, when space is there, and no thing,
no cause delays, things must, we may be sure, be carried on and completed. As it is, if there is
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so great a store of seeds as the whole life of living things could not number, and if the same
force and nature abides which could throw together the seeds of things, each into their place in
like manner as they are thrown together here, it must needs be that you confess that there are
other worlds in other regions, and diverse races of men and tribes of wild beasts.

[1077] This there is too that in the universe there is nothing single, nothing born unique and
growing unique and alone, but it is always of some tribe, and there are many things in the
same race. First of all turn your mind to living creatures; you will find that in this wise is
begotten the race of wild beasts that haunts the mountains, in this wise the stock of men, in
this wise again the dumb herds of scaly fishes, and all the bodies of flying fowls. Wherefore you
must confess in the same way that sky and earth and sun, moon, sea, and all else that exists,
are not unique, but rather of number numberless; inasmuch as the deep-fixed boundary-stone
of life awaits these as surely, and they are just as much of a body that has birth, as every race
which is here on earth, abounding in things after its kind.

[1090] And if you learn this surely, and cling to it, nature is seen, free at once, and quit of her
proud rulers, doing all things of her own accord alone, without control of gods. For by the holy
hearts of the gods, which in their tranquil peace pass placid years, and a life of calm, who can
avail to rule the whole sum of the boundless, who to hold in his guiding hand the mighty reins
of the deep, who to turn round all firmaments at once, and warm all fruitful lands with heavenly
fires, or to be at all times present in all places, so as to make darkness with clouds, and shake
the calm tracts of heaven with thunder, and then shoot thunderbolts, and often make havoc of
his own temples, or moving away into deserts rage furiously there, plying the bolt, which often
passes by the guilty and does to death the innocent and undeserving?

[1105] And since the time of the world’s birth, and the first birthday of sea and earth, and the
rising of the sun, many bodies have been added from without, and seeds added all around,
which the great universe in its tossing has brought together; that from them sea and lands
might be able to increase, and from them too the mansion of the sky might gain new room and
lift its high vault far away from the lands, and the air might rise up. For from all places all
bodies are separated by blows each to its own kind, and they pass on to their own tribes;
moisture goes to moisture, with earthy substance earth grows, fires forge fires, and sky sky,
until nature, parent of all, with perfecting hand has brought all things on to the last end of
growing; as it comes to pass, when there is now no whit more which is sent within the veins of
life, than what flows out and passes away. Here the growth of all things must stop,
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