Artificial Intelligence, Sentience, Sapience

Post by “Martin” of June 24, 2022 at 5:32 AM

Quote

| understand that in this sense Epicurus' warns us that investigation of nature is only
acceptable to the the point that it augments pleasure, or that ""scientific
investigation"" is only a help for ethics, not a goal on its own.

This statement exaggerates what Epicurus wrote.

According to Epicurus, there is no need to investigate nature further than to remove our fears
of god, supernatural threats and a painful afterlife. Removing such fears augments pleasure. He
does not warn against further investigation. The augmentation of pleasure is for the individual,
not the society.

Replacing a tentative belief with knowledge is a pleasure. For scientists like me and R&D
engineers, the result of the hedonic calculus regarding our studies is usually to continue, which
then is in line with Epicurus' philosophy.

At this point, it is still not clear to me how free will in the sense of agency arises. Further
development of Al and comparing the results with living beings may improve the
understanding.
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