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I started to write this earlier and pulled back. Now I have more time ---> In reading Diskin Clay's
article on the "Last Will" it seems to me that he is potentially overly negative about certain
aspects. The take-away I get is that he is "presuming" that the evidence indicates that Epicurus
really spent most of his time writing letters to his inner circle that were disorganized and filled
with jargon, and that it wasn't til near the end of his life that he really decided to systematize
anything clearly.

Now I am reading Clay too harshly, probably, but maybe I would be interested in what @Nate
has to say about Clay if he has read several of his articles (I note Nate already said that Clay's
lists weren't consistent  ) And one thing I have always taken away from the "Last Will and
Testament" article is to say to myself "Diskin, you're saying Epicurus was unclear, when you
entitle your paper something that barely reflects the subject matter?"

I think we see all the time that the personality of the writer of things gets projected onto
Epicurus. DeWitt takes everything in a "sympathetic" way, other writers seem to strain to be as
unsympathetic as possible, and the evidence in all likelihood isn't strong enough to say for sure
which is right. It's a problem to guard against.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2570-the-twelve-fundamentals-discussion-on-lucretius-today-
podcast/?postID=18456#post18456

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2570-the-twelve-fundamentals-discussion-on-lucretius-today-podcast/?postID=18456#post18456
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2570-the-twelve-fundamentals-discussion-on-lucretius-today-podcast/?postID=18456#post18456

