
Sedley Article: Epicurus And The Mathematicians of
Cyzicus -1976 ( On The Issue of Epicurus vs
Geometry)
Post by “Cassius” of June 15, 2022 at 9:26 AM

Thanks to Don for this link, which appears to have a lot of good information in it!
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Here's the point that appears to me to behind everything:
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Given that the only "unchanging reality" in Epicurean terms is at the level of the atoms and
void, and that's clearly NOT what Plato was taking about, the contention that our attention
should be drawn away from the world around us to "an unchanging reality" that does not exist
-- those are fighting words, and a very damaging thing to teach to children or adults! So I would
fully expect Epicurus to want to upend the entire issue by drilling down to separate what might
be helpful in geometry from what would be a damaging fiction.
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