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It seems to me that rigorously speaking *nothing* should be considered to be a goal on its own
other than "pleasure" or "pleasurable living" (if the word "living" is needed, which it's really
not).

This is one of those issues that I can see Epicurus wanting to nail down so emphatically and
repeatedly that lots of people would think he's overstating the point, but truthfully it can't be
said often enough because people don't understand the implication:

"Ultimately" - NOTHING is "good in itself" or "a goal in itself" other than pleasure.

Anything that we set up as an interim goal, if that process and pursuit causes us to lose sight of
the ultimate goal, becomes an obstacle to our progress rather than a help.
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