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It was not, 1 imagine, with a heavy heart that Epicurus resolved 1o strike geo-
metry [rom his school curriculum. To see why, one need only read Plato's

prospectus [or higher educalion in the Academy, in Book VII of the Republic,

where the various branches of mathematies — arithmetic, plane and solid geo-
melry, astronomy, and harmonies — are commended [or their ability to draw
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changing reality. This documenl ® might have promplted any materialist philo-
e — — *
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