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Charles Lamb; Motes in the Sunbeams; 1775-1834; a poem referencing a well-known passage
in Lucretius.

I am doggedly pursuing a poem that I remember from college but cannot find; during the chase
I stumbled on this, which is mildly interesting:

Quote

The motes up and down in the sun

Ever restlessly moving we see;

Whereas the great mountains stand still,

Unless terrible earthquakes there be.

If these atoms that move up and down

Were as useful as restless they are,

Than a mountain I rather would be

A mote in the sunbeam so fair.
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There's a long-standing tradition in British literature on the comparison of value between 'use'
and 'beauty'. This seems to me a very muddled take on the matter.

Now, back into the salt mine!
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