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Post by “Kalosyni” of May 28, 2022 at 6:40 PM

Quote from Nate

“[P]etitionary prayer to the gods is obviously, for an Epicurean, of no avail; and, indeed,
as Epicurus says in his Vatican sayings 65, it is pointless to pray for happiness which a
man can provide for himself. If the gods paid attention to human prayers the human
race would long since have become extinct since men are continually praying for
calamities to fall upon their enemies [...] Yet Epicurus recommend prayer, on the
grounds that it is a natural act and that one should also participate in the religious life
of one’s country,

Thanks for sharing this about prayer. Now in modern times Christian people are praying for
things that they want (and not against enemies). Since I am currently living with and near
family, I am often in a "strange situation" in which I have to "pretend" to pray out of kindness
and respect to my family. I do feel that there is something about the situation that is parallel to
what Epicureans must have encountered. There is something comforting in being clear about
my own thoughts on God and death. So I can "pretend pray" without feeling uncomfortable.
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