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Welcome to Episode One Hundred Twenty Four of Lucretius Today.

This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius, who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the
only complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy left to us from the ancient world.

| am your host Cassius, and together with our panelists from the EpicureanFriends.com forum,
we'll walk you through the ancient Epicurean texts, and we'll discuss how Epicurean philosophy
can apply to you today. We encourage you to study Epicurus for yourself, and we suggest the
best place to start is the book "Epicurus and His Philosophy" by Canadian professor Norman
DeWitt.

If you find the Epicurean worldview attractive, we invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus
at EpicureanFriends.com, where you will find a discussion thread for each of our podcast
episodes and many other topics.

Today we continue in Epicurus' letter to Herodotus, and address some difficult material about
the properties and qualities of atoms and bodies and what it means to exist. We probably raise
more issues than we answer in this episode, so please review the show notes and we will come
back to these issues in the next show.

Now let's join Joshua reading today's text:
Bailey

And in addition to what we have already said we must believe that worlds, and indeed every
limited compound body which continuously exhibits a similar appearance to the things we see,
were created from the infinite, and that all such things, greater and less alike, were separated
off from individual agglomerations of matter; and that all are again dissolved, some more
quickly, some more slowly, some suffering from one set of causes, others from another.

[74] And further we must believe that these worlds were neither created all of necessity with
one configuration nor yet with every kind of shape. Furthermore, we must believe that in all
worlds there are living creatures and plants and other things we see in this world; for indeed no
one could prove that in a world of one kind there might or might not have been included the
kinds of seeds from which living things and plants and all the rest of the things we see are
composed, and that in a world of another kind they could not have been.
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[75] Moreover, we must suppose that human nature too was taught and constrained to do
many things of every kind merely by circumstances; and that later on reasoning elaborated
what had been suggested by nature and made further inventions, in some matters quickly, in
others slowly, at some epochs and times making great advances, and lesser again at others.
And so names too were not at first deliberately given to things, but men’s natures according to
their different nationalities had their own peculiar feelings and received their peculiar
impressions, and so each in their own way emitted air formed into shape by each of these
feelings and impressions, according to the differences made in the different nations by the
places of their abode as well.

[76] And then later on by common consent in each nationality special names were deliberately
given in order to make their meanings less ambiguous to one another and more briefly
demonstrated. And sometimes those who were acquainted with them brought in things hitherto
unknown and introduced sounds for them, on some occasions being naturally constrained to
utter them, and on others choosing them by reasoning in accordance with the prevailing mode
of formation, and thus making their meaning clear.

[77] Furthermore, the motions of the heavenly bodies and their turnings and eclipses and
risings and settings, and kindred phenomena to these, must not be thought to be due to any
being who controls and ordains or has ordained them and at the same time enjoys perfect bliss
together with immortality (for trouble and care and anger and kindness are not consistent with
a life of blessedness, but these things come to pass where there is weakness and fear and
dependence on neighbors). Nor again must we believe that they, which are but fire
agglomerated in a mass, possess blessedness, and voluntarily take upon themselves these
movements. But we must preserve their full majestic significance in all expressions which we
apply to such conceptions, in order that there may not arise out of them opinions contrary to
this notion of majesty. Otherwise this very contradiction will cause the greatest disturbance in
men’s souls. Therefore we must believe that it is due to the original inclusion of matter in such
agglomerations during the birth-process of the world that this law of regular succession is also
brought about.

HICKS

After the foregoing we have next to consider that the worlds and every finite aggregate which
bears a strong resemblance to things we commonly see have arisen out of the infinite. For all
these, whether small or great, have been separated off from special conglomerations of atoms;
and all things are again dissolved, some faster, some slower, some through the action of one
set of causes, others through the action of another. It is clear, then, that he also makes the
worlds perishable, as their parts are subject to change. Elsewhere he says the earth is
supported on the air.

[74] And further, we must not suppose that the worlds have necessarily one and the same
shape. On the contrary, in the twelfth book "On Nature" he himself says that the shapes of the
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worlds differ, some being spherical, some oval, others again of shapes different from these.
They do not, however, admit of every shape. Nor are they living beings which have been
separated from the infinite. For nobody can prove that in one sort of world there might not be
contained, whereas in another sort of world there could not possibly be, the seeds out of which
animals and plants arise and all the rest of the things we see. And the same holds good for their
nurture in a world after they have arisen. And so too we must think it happens upon the earth
also.

[75] Again, we must suppose that nature too has been taught and forced to learn many various
lessons by the facts themselves, that reason subsequently develops what it has thus received
and makes fresh discoveries, among some tribes more quickly, among others more slowly, the
progress thus made being at certain times and seasons greater, at others less.

Hence even the names of things were not originally due to convention, but in the several tribes
under the impulse of special feelings and special presentations of sense primitive man uttered
special cries. The air thus emitted was moulded by their individual feelings or sense-
presentations, and differently according to the difference of the regions which the tribes
inhabited.

[76] Subsequently whole tribes adopted their own special names, in order that their
communications might be less ambiguous to each other and more briefly expressed. And as for
things not visible, so far as those who were conscious of them tried to introduce any such
notion, they put in circulation certain names for them, either sounds which they were
instinctively compelled to utter or which they selected by reason on analogy according to the
most general cause there can be for expressing oneself in such a way.

[77] Nay more: we are bound to believe that in the sky revolutions, solstices, eclipses, risings
and settings, and the like, take place without the ministration or command, either now or in the
future, of any being who at the same time enjoys perfect bliss along with immortality. For
troubles and anxieties and feelings of anger and partiality do not accord with bliss, but always
imply weakness and fear and dependence upon one's neighbours. Nor, again, must we hold
that things which are no more than globular masses of fire, being at the same time endowed
with bliss, assume these motions at will. Nay, in every term we use we must hold fast to all the
majesty which attaches to such notions as bliss and immortality, lest the terms should generate
opinions inconsistent with this majesty. Otherwise such inconsistency will of itself suffice to
produce the worst disturbance in our minds. Hence, where we find phenomena invariably
recurring, the invariableness of the recurrence must be ascribed to the original interception and
conglomeration of atoms whereby the world was formed.
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