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Nate I really think that the transition from the baby animals to animals with adult Epicurean
heads adds a lot! In the analogy we gain all the benefits of our adult mental powers while never
leaving behind the part of us that remains strictly physical / animal. It's really an illusion to
think that birth to death is the same as growing from physical to pure mind.

It is as if the allegory of the oasis in animal terms has a reverse negative allegory - -- the
allegory of the illusions that we can or should turn into pure mental beings devoid of physics /
action.

To some extent that is what Plato's cave stands for -- Plato wants to persuade us that we can
leave our senses behind and become purely mental beings in touch with some illusional mental
world.

Also: I probably shouldn't say this because I don't want to be negative about him, but I like the
placement of Hitchens as the first of the mature correct heads -- as Hitchens did make some
Epicurean statements but probably wasn't nearly as far along as Jefferson or certainly Lucretius
or Metrodorus or Hermarchus. In that way he serves as a sort of transitional figure.
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