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Welcome to Episode One Hundred Twenty Three of Lucretius Today.

This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius, who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the
only complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy left to us from the ancient world.

I am your host Cassius, and together with our panelists from the EpicureanFriends.com forum,
we'll walk you through the ancient Epicurean texts, and we'll discuss how Epicurean philosophy
can apply to you today. We encourage you to study Epicurus for yourself, and we suggest the
best place to start is the book "Epicurus and His Philosophy" by Canadian professor Norman
DeWitt.

If you find the Epicurean worldview attractive, we invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus
at EpicureanFriends.com, where you will find a discussion thread for each of our podcast
episodes and many other topics.

Today we continue in Epicurus' letter to Herodotus, and address some difficult material about
the properties and qualities of atoms and bodies and what it means to exist. We probably raise
more issues than we answer in this episode, so please review the show notes and we will come
back to these issues in the next show.

Now let's join Martin reading today's text:

Bailey

All these properties have their own peculiar means of being perceived and distinguished,
provided always that the aggregate body goes along with them and is never wrested from
them, but in virtue of its comprehension as an aggregate of qualities acquires the predicate of
body.

[70] Furthermore, there often happen to bodies and yet do not permanently accompany them
accidents, of which we must suppose neither that they do not exist at all nor that they have the
nature of a whole body, nor that they can be classed among unseen things nor as incorporeal.
So that when according to the most general usage we employ this name, we make it clear that
accidents have neither the nature of the whole, which we comprehend in its aggregate and call
body, nor that of the qualities which permanently accompany it, without which a given body
cannot be conceived.
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[71] But as the result of certain acts of apprehension, provided the aggregate body goes along
with them, they might each be given this name, but only on occasions when each one of them
is seen to occur, since accidents are not permanent accompaniments. And we must not banish
this clear vision from the realm of existence, because it does not possess the nature of the
whole to which it is joined nor that of the permanent accompaniments, nor must we suppose
that such contingencies exist independently (for this is inconceivable both with regard to them
and to the permanent properties), but, just as it appears in sensation, we must think of them all
as accidents occurring to bodies, and that not as permanent accompaniments, or again as
having in themselves a place in the ranks of material existence; rather they are seen to be just
what our actual sensation shows their proper character to be.

[72] Moreover, you must firmly grasp this point as well; we must not look for time, as we do for
all other things which we look for in an object, by referring them to the general conceptions
which we perceive in our own minds, but we must take the direct intuition, in accordance with
which we speak of “a long time” or “a short time,” and examine it, applying our intuition to
time as we do to other things. Neither must we search for expressions as likely to be better, but
employ just those which are in common use about it.

Nor again must we predicate of time anything else as having the same essential nature as this
special perception, as some people do, but we must turn our thoughts particularly to that only
with which we associate this peculiar perception and by which we measure it.

[73] For indeed this requires no demonstration, but only reflection, to show that it is with days
and nights and their divisions that we associate it and likewise also with internal feelings or
absence of feeling, and with movements and states of rest; in connection with these last again
we think of this very perception as a peculiar kind of accident, and in virtue of this we call it
time.

HICKS

They all have their own characteristic modes of being perceived and distinguished, but always
along with the whole body in which they inhere and never in separation from it; and it is in
virtue of this complete conception of the body as a whole that it is so designated.

[70] Again, qualities often attach to bodies without being permanent concomitants. They are
not to be classed among invisible entities nor are they incorporeal. Hence, using the term
'accidents' in the commonest sense, we say plainly that 'accidents' have not the nature of the
whole thing to which they belong, and to which, conceiving it as a whole, we give the name of
body, nor that of the permanent properties without which body cannot be thought of.

[71]And in virtue of certain peculiar modes of apprehension into which the complete body
always enters, each of them can be called an accident. But only as often as they are seen
actually to belong to it, since such accidents are not perpetual concomitants. There is no need
to banish from reality this clear evidence that the accident has not the nature of that whole – by
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us called body – to which it belongs, nor of the permanent properties which accompany the
whole. Nor, on the other hand, must we suppose the accident to have independent existence
(for this is just as inconceivable in the case of accidents as in that of the permanent properties);
but, as is manifest, they should all be regarded as accidents, not as permanent concomitants,
of bodies, nor yet as having the rank of independent existence. Rather they are seen to be
exactly as and what sensation itself makes them individually claim to be.

[72]There is another thing which we must consider carefully. We must not investigate time as
we do the other accidents which we investigate in a subject, namely, by referring them to the
preconceptions envisaged in our minds; but we must take into account the plain fact itself, in
virtue of which we speak of time as long or short, linking to it in intimate connexion this
attribute of duration. We need not adopt any fresh terms as preferable, but should employ the
usual expressions about it.

Nor need we predicate anything else of time, as if this something else contained the same
essence as is contained in the proper meaning of the word 'time' (for this also is done by
some). We must chiefly reflect upon that to which we attach this peculiar character of time, and
by which we measure it.

[73] No further proof is required: we have only to reflect that we attach the attribute of time to
days and nights and their parts, and likewise to feelings of pleasure and pain and to neutral
states, to states of movement and states of rest, conceiving a peculiar accident of these to be
this very characteristic which we express by the word 'time.' [He says this both in the second
book "On Nature" and in the Larger Epitome.]
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