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Post by “Cassius” of May 19, 2022 at 8:20 AM

Ended May 19, 2022:

Moreover, unless the constitution of the world is thoroughly understood, we shall by
no means be able to justify the verdicts of our senses. Further, our mental
perceptions all arise from our sensations; and if these are all to be true, as the
system of Epicurus proves to us, then only will cognition and perception become
possible. ... [W]hen cognition and knowledge have been invalidated, every principle
concerning the conduct of life and the performance of its business becomes
invalidated. So from natural science we borrow courage to withstand the fear of
death, and firmness to face superstitious dread, and tranquillity of mind, through
the removal of ignorance concerning the mysteries of the world, and self-control,
arising from the elucidation of the nature of the passions and their different
classes....

("Torquatus" - Cicero's "On Ends" I-XIX)
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