Can you seek happiness and be full of joy when there
is a war in Europe? Wes Cecil podcast.

Post by “Cassius” of May 17, 2022 at 6:04 PM

Call it a definitional issue or philosophical issue or just call it a word game it you must, but this
has got to be one of our key challenges. How do we make this so clear that the terminology
becomes second nature?

There is NEVER any goal that is a goal in itself other than pleasure, and there is no
contradiction in at the same time saying that we sometimes choose pain in order to achieve
pleasure.

This confusion is at the root of so much confusion.

As weve just seen in going through AFDIA, people get attracted to "pleasure" but they often
never shake the premise that they came in with - they think there is something higher than
pleasure which has to steer the ship toward some other goal to save us from ourselves and
from overindulgence.

The philosophical boil has to be popped:. We sometimes choose pain in our daily activities due
to circumstances, but our goal in making every choice and avoidance decision is always
pleasure.

Maybe it helps to reduce pleasure and pain to "feeling" and simply say that it is feeling that
makes life worthwhile. Yes we sometimes make choices that cause temporary annoyances to
our feelings, but we can't ever lose sight that it is for the sake of our best "feeling" that we do
everything.

What we don't feel is, like death, nothing to us.
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