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Post by “Cassius” of January 7, 2019 at 8:52 AM

Quote from Godfrey

It seems like many things in EP are not absolutes but are subject to each person's
contemplation with respect to the Canon and the types of desire

| have come to think that that is one of the most important aspects of understanding Epicurean
philosophy. In the absence of gods or of central points of reference within the universe or of
"fate" which would serve as a guarantee that the same action in human affairs would always
produce the same result, it doesn't seem possible that it is even possible that there could be a
set of absolute rules that applies in all situations. That's a pretty disconcerting realization for
those of us who (like me) were raised on absolute rules, but given the Epicurean view of the
nature of the universe it really couldn't be any other way. PD10 is pretty stark in throwing this
in our face, but all of the final 10 PD's essentially make the same point - that there aren't
absolute rules. And that leaves as the thing that is absolute for us our sense of pleasure and
pain and the "programming" which nature gives us at birth.
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