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It also seems pretty clear that Epicurus is saying that, as to the gods that exist, they are not
such as the majority thinks of them. I interpret that as asserting his own definition of the word
"god" and that's where we have to infer his definition from the rest of his work, primarily (I
would say) by eliminating assertions that would contradict the rest of his premises. So in other
words gods can't be supernatural and those other "mystical" qualities that some ascribe to
them.

I haven't read Sedley's views closely enough to comment on them, but I would not expect
Epicurus to be willing to accept a lot of "subjectivity" on the existence of national or personal
gods. I would expect him to assert general high-level conclusions dictated by strict logic from
his premises, but as to personal assertions of subjectivity I would expect him to take a strong
"I'll entertain it if and when you can prove it by showing it to me" approach.

In other words, a strong Missouri "Show Me" approach!
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