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The Eye

Post by “Cassius” of April 22, 2022 at 8:35 AM

Taking the approach that "Epicurus was talking possibilities about the gods just like he was
talking possibilities about the stars" would probably be the best way to support Frances
Wright's having Epicurus say that it would be equally improper to assert that the gods do or
don't exist. The continuing problem with that, howevrer, is that Epicurus and the other texts
seem much more firm about the gods than just "possibilities."

That's where | think the best reconciliation comes neither in a radical idealist or radical realist
formula, but in trying to incorporate all the various premises (at least including: anticipations,
isonomia, no single thing of a kind, multiplicity of worlds with living beings, eternal and infinite
universe) into the things that Epicurus would have wanted his theory of "gods" to embrace.

| doubt he would allow any of those premises to be contradicted by asserting any characteristic
of a "god" that would be in opposition to any of those in that list. If an "image" appeared to
convey something contrary to things that are logically compelled by those starting points, then
I would expect him to say that such image would be presumed to be unreliable and should be
rejected. The only caveat there would be that if the image recurred over and over and to many
different people over time under repeatable circumstances, then such an image would have to
be given more credibility, even to the ultimate point of being "conversion-worthy" if it could be
repeatedly observed and tested to repeat itself in the same way under "objective" conditions!
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