Episode One Hundred Eighteen - Letter to Herodotus
07 - "Images" - There's More To Them Than Meets
The Eye

Post by “Cassius” of April 22, 2022 at 8:05 AM

Here's a related question: Given the way that the images discussion is presented ("It is not
impossible that..." "Nothing contradicts...") is it possible that the "images" were being
presented as a hypothetical "one among the possibilities" theory, rather than as a core part of
the doctrine? That would be directly related then to the issue of the "gods" as well, since
observing them through "images" seems to be a part of the way Epicurus was suggested that
they are known.

Further the teminology of the discussion of Centaurs (which do not exist, yet can apparently be
observed randomly when images mix) might be another example of how images of the gods
are formed and received "clearly" and yet not originating from a "real" object (at least not
"real" in the form that the images appear to make them).

| am pretty sure | have seen such a suggestion made in one of more of the commentaries.

And | think that's probably the prime contender for reconciling how the gods can be "real" (the
images are real) and yet the truth about the gods is different from what the images convey.
They are neither totally idealistic nor totally "real" in the way that we are observing them, and
that leads back to incorporating such issues as isonomia and "nature never makes only one
thing of a kind."

At the very very least, | do think that the "not impossible" phrasing indicates something
important to be considered in the way Epicurus is discussing the whole issue of images.
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