Philodemus' "On Anger" - General - Texts and
Resources

Post by “Cassius” of April 1, 2022 at 5:49 PM

In terms of commentary, the Preface helpfully suggests that those wanting an immediate
overview should refer to sections 4 and 5 of the Introduction. | see that section 3 discusses the
prior position of Plato and Aristotle, so that looks good too.

Here is a good baseline for comparison with the stoics: The Stoics held that there is no such
thing as any kind of rational or natural anger, and this will be different from the Epicurean
position, who are apparently going to focus on "vengeance" as a bad thing, but who don't
consider all types of anger as bad:

S0 by the five words of the Stelc definition, taken in their Stolc mean
ings, Aristotle's view s systennatically negaied. There is o such thing as
gaLin al e g Stoics, That, in Fact, is the only aspect

al their position tha is explicitly mentioned in the mirviving parts of Cw
Anger. Phidoudenius asks his Epicurean opponent Kicasicrabes, who wanted
toavosd even natural anger to the extent possible; if he is not merely aban-
doning their school’s position to “those who take away anger entirely from
the sage” [¥9.23-25). These can anly be the Stoics.™

And this is what | expected to find - the Epicurean will take action against the offender (of
course this is commentary, so we need the backup to confirm):

Thee Episcu resans bead muore 1o sy abosst harm. Epicurus said that “harms

from aither people ecause of batred, ey, or scorn, snd the
sage gets round these by reasoning and reflection™ The sage, bmeever vir

tuous and Friendhe, may be the chject of hatred, eevey, or scoem from those
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of arm. By log
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Iy 0 her good behivior, and thus she may be
learn to avoid the harm that may
{ cthirs intgntinally hasm Ber, shi
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can and will inflict punishment on them to deter them and others from
acting smilarky im the fubwre. whenever this is a practicall option

I don't know that | agree with the following in its opinion that "punishment for harm done is
itself not harm..." -- it may be simply that the harm done to the offender is justified -- | would
expect this to be an issue of definitions of "harm"
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“The sage is entitled o do this because of the Epicurean view af natu-
ral justice (78 whe dedeewe Sleavsy]), which is a sort of social comract, ie.
& “puarantee of mutual advantage, with a view to neither harming one
anather nor being harmed” {cipefahov tob cupdpovroe eic o iy fhdroaw
aidnhoue pnd Ahdrrechan, KD 310 As KD 31-37 argue, this agree-
meit, after primitive societies arrive at it by ressoning from experience,
becomees the foundation of jstice and 2 rormative gubde to the devel-
opment of laws. All just laws reflect this natural justice, developing it in
further detail and clarifying its terms, and they can be adpusted as societ-
ies change and develop. There can be unjust laws, which hinder haman
nanaggression, and laws that are neutral from the point of view of justice,
since they neither promate nor hinder it. Accordingly, members of human
society, which is founded on a code based in this normative idea of justice,
can expect that their goeod behavior will be matched by good behavior on
the part af others. Punishment for harm done is itselfl not harm, but an
attemipd io restore justice and set an example Tor others, 0 (e conbext of
the O Arger, anger, in its full sense, reguires an intentionally inflicted
hearma, tht is, a dameaging viokatbon of just laws, which are those based in
the fpundational agreement not to harm or be harmeed,
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