
The Beginning of an Outline of Epicurean Reasoning
Post by “Cassius” of March 18, 2022 at 5:56 AM

Last comment for now: I very much agree with the "lens" analogy because that gives us the
ability to illustrate the "intuitiveness" parallel with how a lens works:. Each lens has a specific
size and shape and type of glass, resulting in them focusing with different degrees of sharpness
and focal length and light gathering ability and color separation (and maybe other ways I could
describe if I were an optician).

Those methods of focusing are part of the automatic nature of the particular lens, and by
analogy a faculty of anticipations would work the same way - allowing us to focus our minds on
something but not in random or all possible ways, but only in ways that are consistent with the
makeup of the lens.

And the "unfolding" part over time (Velleius) could be analogized to: over time, as we grow up,
we can and do "polish" the lens and are able to some degree to further tune its operation so
that it focuses more sharply (such as with practice we are able to improve our hearing so that
we can appreciate or create more elaborate music). But at any particular moment the lens is
always functioning "automatically" according to its nature and tuning.
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