The Beginning of an Outline of Epicurean Reasoning

Post by “Godfrey” of March 18, 2022 at 2:06 AM

Self-evident does seem problematic. Like so many words it apparently has a technical meaning
and a common meaning. The dictionary definition is near the end of post #2. Epicurus'
definition, | think, is:

PD24 ...what is already present through sensation, through feelings, and through every
focusing of thought into an impression... Long and Sedley, 1987

PD24 ...that which is actually given by the sensation or feeling, or each intuitive apprehension
of the mind... Bailey, 1926

To my understanding, this snippet refers to the "data" that comes from the faculties and which
is then examined using Epicurean reasoning. Maybe instead of "self-evident" it could be called
"evidence from perception"?

Cassius do you remember Voula Tsouna's Zoom epibolai presentation for the 2021 Hellenistic
Forum? This was one of the passages that she used in her presentation. If | read my illegible
notes correctly, she and Elizabeth Asmis interpreted "focusing of thought" as a conscious
operation whereas A.A. Long felt it was not a conscious process. Much of that discussion was
over my head though, so | may have that wrong. But | believe I'm correct in my understanding
that this snippet is only referring to the signs, not the method of inference. Is that what you're
saying as well? So that addressing this is addressing a re-phrasing of "self-evident"?

If "focusing of thought" is thought of as a non-conscious process, such as light focusing through
a lens, that would read similarly to Bailey's "intuitive apprehension", "apprehension" meaning
understanding or grasp. This seems to be describing the anticipations if I'm understanding it
correctly.
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