
The Beginning of an Outline of Epicurean Reasoning
Post by “Cassius” of March 17, 2022 at 11:33 PM

Quote from Letter To Herodotus

Quote

First of all, Herodotus, we must GRASP the ideas attached to words, in order
that we may be able to refer to them and so to judge the inferences of opinion
or problems of investigation or reflection, so that we may not either leave
everything uncertain and go on explaining to infinity or use words devoid of
meaning.

[38] For this purpose it is essential that the first mental image associated with
each word should be REGARDED and that there should be no need of
explanation, if we are really to have a standard to which to refer a problem of
investigation or reflection or a mental inference. And besides we must keep all
our investigations in accord with our sensations, and in particular with the
immediate APPREHENSIONS whether of the mind or of any one of the
instruments of judgment, and likewise in accord with the feelings existing in us,
in order that we may have indications whereby we may judge both the problem
of sense perception and the unseen.
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