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Post by “Godfrey” of March 16, 2022 at 1:06 PM

This strikes me as an unintended instance in which to examine epistemological methods of
inference =

For starters, | would posit that there are two different prolepseis on display here as to what
constitutes a poem. From there, we have evidence of an unlikely situation: an acrostic. There
seem to be two opposing views on acrostics: 1) they are a relatively common and recognized
technique in ancient poetry, and 2) they are purely random occurrences.

One approach to the current evidence is to blindly accept the statements of classical scholars,
one of which we have among us in the person of Joshua. Personally, in this instance, this is my
approach and | base it on my interactions with Joshua and the fact that he supports the
assertions in the paper which are purportedly made by experts in the field.

Another, equally valid, is to look for more evidence of the use and acceptance of acrostics, and
perhaps more evidence of the variety of structures in ancient poetry.

Yet another approach is to examine the odds of a given acrostic occurring and to make
inferences from that.

Or one could say that we just can't know the answer to this thorny problem.

One could also say that we need to understand the motivations of each person making
assertions. And to go a step further, one could try to determine if these people really exist or
are programs on a supercomputer in a remote location in Utah.
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