Article by Voorhoeve: Epicurus on Pleasure, A
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Post by “Cassius” of March 4, 2022 at 9:09 AM

This looks to be a promising article from the title. | haven't had time to read but might be worth
discussing. Without reading further 1 am not sure what to think about the "exercising our
rational capabilities" comment (especially since this was presented in an Aristotle group) but |
do like even at first glance the "establishing control over our lives."
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London, on 19 Febr:uary 2018 at 5:30 p.m.

VIII—EPICURUS ON PLEASURE, A COMPLETE LIFE,
AND DEATH: A DEFENCE

ALEX VOORHOEVE

Epicurus argued that the good life is the pleasurable life. He also argued
that ‘death is nothing to us’. These claims appear in tension. For if plea-
sure is good, then it seems that death is bad when it deprives us of deeply
enjovable time alive. Here, I offer an Epicurean view of pleasure and the
complete life which dissolves this tension. This view is, I contend, more
appealing than critics of Epicureanism have allowed, in part because it
assigns higher value to pleasures that we produce by exercising our ratio-
nal capacities and by establishing control over our lives.

Introduction. In his Letter to Menoeceus (LM) and several fragmen-
tary remains of his writings, Epicurus famously gives a hedonistic ac-
count of the good life. He posits that pleasure, in itself, is always
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Epicurus argued that the good life is the pleasurable life. He also argued that &#39;death is
nothing to us&#39;. These claims appear in tension. For if...
www.academia.edu

If this is worthwhile we'll add it to the "files" section.

NOTE: | have now read it all, and | have presented lots of criticisms of it below, but it is a very
good article for focusing on the issues involved in viewing Epicurus' goal as "Tranquility."
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