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Yes I think it is inevitable that any basic presentation of Epicurean philosophy needs to cut right
to the heart of the differences. I think in fact that that is exactly the approach Epicurus chose in
the way the principal doctrines are organized. You can say that "Well he's just giving his
position on the important things of life (gods, life after death, what is the true goal?) but he did
so in a way that didn't feature his own conclusion as much as it gives the "vaccine" which
makes the other viewpoints impossible. So to me he's starting out with controversy right at the
beginning of his list , and that's consistent with the way all of his letters and much of the
remaining texts are almost always seemingly engaged in combating errors.
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