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Other than the credit being more than we deserve, I'd be happy to see you leave a version of
that up, as it does provide encouragement to everyone to continue.

Also, what you are describing is very close to the reason we started the forum in the first place.
The academics don't have the motivation to restore a practical understanding of Epicurus that
laymen (those who are not experts in philosophy) can understand. At very best most of the
academics are eclectic and just looking to add a few twists to their existing paradigms. In any
case, their primary goal is not "popularization" of the philosophy.

I think giving Epicurus a chance requires a complete review of all the basics with fresh eyes,
and that more than anything else I think is why Norman DeWitt set the model for the approach.
We may differ with him on some details, but he was the first and most effective major modern
academic writer to devote his career to Epicurus and try to present his entire philosophy
accurately but also sympathetically to a wider audience. I don't think anyone yet has surpassed
him or even tried to duplicate what he produced in "Epicurus And His Philosophy."

What we are doing in threads like this is picking up where he left off, updating it with the latest
discoveries, and fine tuning some of his interpretations.

The next step after that is harnessing the technology to create true online cooperative
"schools,'" and then extend that into real-world events and relationships. I use the plural
because I think we'll have lots of people doing something similar as time goes by, but they
need the formulations and other raw materials that we are working on here. This forum
germinated from relationships formed on Facebook, and from this forum and what we can
develop here and elsewhere lots more is possible.
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