From The "Golden Mean" to tbe "Summum Bonum" -
Useful or Deceptive Frames of Reference?

Post by “Don” of February 14, 2022 at 11:57 PM

Quote from Scott

The "good/greatest good" is just an abstract idea, not a living reality!

| have to disagree. The Good (tayaBov) is nothing more than "that to which all things aim." It
couldn't be more concrete. Why do people do what they do? To seek pleasure. They can lie to
themselves and say they're being virtuous or being responsible or being selfless or being [fill in
the blank].... but they're all aiming at pleasure. The feelings are two. Either you're feeling pain
or you're feeling pleasure. Pleasure *is* The Good, the Goal, the Guide. All other motives are
instrumental in seeking pleasure whether people admit it to themselves or not. They can tie
themselves into linguistic and psychological pretzels to convince themselves that they aren't
aiming at pleasure - because most/all/many cultures have convinced people that pleasure is
bad! Epicurus was one of the only - or maybe the only - person to stand up and tell people that
they were fooling themselves... and just to embrace the pursuit of pleasure honestly, rationally,
and wisely.
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