To think of pleasure as the greatest good is an error;
pleasure is the telos and is not to be confused with
the greatest good: DeWitt

Post by “Cassius” of February 13, 2022 at 11:18 AM

Quote from Nate

"And therefore the greatest good has been grasped by the person who has become
wise and lived through a certain amount of time. Once his journey has achieved
balance and consistency, it would be fitting to prolong it for an unlimited time, if such
were possible; but should his life be limited, this will not be the deprivation of what has
already been, but [sc. merely] a prevention of its continued presence." (Philodemus, On
Death).

Wow this is a great applicable quote and one that | was not on top of -- but we need to cite it
every time we talk about this subject. Thank you Nate!

Quote from Nate

A life devoid of pleasure is not Good. | would argue to De Witt that a thing is only Good
when Pleasure is present.

We dealt with this again a little in today's Lucretius Podcast (109). | agree with your point in this
quote. | think the best way to try to look at DeWitt's comment sympathetically is to consider
whether the word "good" has multiple meanings (in the same way that "true" in "all sensations
are true" can be interpreted on different levels. DeWitt's formulation definitely is something to
treat carefully and not take on face value as being correct, especially until reading the detail of
his full argument in his book and his article "The Summum Bonum Fallacy."
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