Episode One Hundred Nine - The Epicurean View of
Friendship

Post by “Cassius” of February 13, 2022 at 8:57 AM

Vatican Collection:

VS28 - We must not approve either those who are always ready for friendship, or those who
hang back, but for friendship’s sake we must even run risks.

VS78. The noble soul occupies itself with wisdom and friendship; of these, the one is a mortal
good, the other immortal.

Diogenes Laertius:

[122] They hold that faults are not all of equal gravity, that health is a blessing to some, but
indifferent to others, that courage does not come by nature, but by a calculation of advantage.
That friendship too has practical needs as its motive: one must indeed lay its foundations (for
we sow the ground too for the sake of crops), but it is formed and maintained by means of
community of life among those who have reached the fullness of pleasure.

PD27. Of all the things which wisdom acquires to produce the blessedness of the complete life,
far the greatest is the possession of friendship.

PD28

The same knowledge that makes one confident that nothing dreadful is eternal or long-lasting
also recognizes, in the face of these limited evils, the security afforded by friendship. Note: The
translation given is by Eugene O’Connor from “The Essential Epicurus.” Bailey's version is: “The
same conviction which has given us confidence that there is nothing terrible that lasts forever,
or even for long, has also seen the protection of friendship most fully completed in the limited
evils of this life.”
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