How To Turn Epicurean Philosophy On Its Head As
Quickly As Possible - A Quick Comment on Mark 12

Post by “Matt” of December 21, 2018 at 10:10 AM

The "to love thy neighbor as thyself" is the sum of all Christian philosophy. Without it there is
nothing to be gained from the Gospel. For someone who cannot love their neighbor, no matter
who they are, will never apprehend nor comprehend any of the other teachings.

It takes an incredible amount of compassion to love those who would persecute you. It's easy
enough to love those who already love you, but how can a person come to have compassion for
an enemy? That is powerful because it in fact does turn all human nature on its head. We want
to lash out and attack, but we are told to fight against our nature and see it from a different
perspective. It is in my opinion a powerful concept, and the lack of it leads to alienation.

In the spirit of the season, Charles Dickens explained this most powerfully in the Christmas
Carol. The Ghost of Christmas Present opens his robe to reveal two children:

"This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both, and all of their degree, but most of
all beware this boy, for on his brow | see that written which is Doom, unless the writing be
erased."
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