What Do You Take From The "Golden Mean" of
Aristotle?

Post by “Cassius” of February 9, 2022 at 12:49 PM

| agree with Nate's application of the mean issue to pleasure.

However in addition to that | think there is something more, maybe though just because | have
a superficial knowledge of how people talk about a "golden mean."

Superficially, |1 gather the golden mean is used as a rule of thumb (or logic) postulating that
there are always two extremes, and that there is always a "best" that lies in an exact middle
ground between the two.

| am sure that is oversimplifying the issue but | do gather that that is what a lot of people take
the meaning to be.

And taken on that broad level, | don't think there is a way under the Epicuran view of nature
that such a mechanism could function. As "golden mean" is frequently used, the result is a
word game implying that it is generally possible to solve problems by looking for extremes, and
(so to speak) adding them together and dividing by two. | don't think Epicurus would say that
the world works that way in regard to pleasure or anything else either.

So | generally react negatively to "golden mean" analysis.
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