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Quote from smoothiekiwi

I've thought for some time about this topic. Aristotles argument, that virtue lies in the
middle of two extremes, seems irrefutable to me... and actually applicable to almost
every aspect in life.

Great question SmoothieKiwi and something we ought to discuss at length.

I has been my view in trying to compare Epicurus to Aristotle that Aristotle's "golden mean"
argument is not helpful in the least, and is an extension of his belief in categories that are
artificial and built on abstact logic not tied to reality.

How does one know where the 'Extremes" are in order to interpolate a middle? To me what is
too much, too little, and just right seems to me to be totally dependent on circumstances, and
to imply that there is a "middle" that is always "just right" is probably something that muddies
rather than clarifies.

I think this is a good topic to develop because we do come across it a lot so I am very
interested in hearing opinions. But my preliminary view has been and is so far that just like
there are no "Absolutes" in a atomistic eternal infinite universe, there is also nothing
particularly reliable about picking out arbitrary "extremes" or "middle."

We can all understand what is meant in general by too much, too little, and just right, but as far
as being able to pin down extremes and a middle, it seems to me that those are also both
matters that are totally dependent on circumstances and details, and not something that can
be determined "as a rule" or "in general" or through any purely "logical" analysis.
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