Compassion in Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Eikadistes” of February 9, 2022 at 9:21 AM

| tend to avoid the word "compassion" altogether. It's etymology is sticky. The word is rooted in
ecclesiastical Latin, and specifically alludes to the "co-suffering" of the Christ with the rest of
humanity. Additionally, since "compassion" (or "co-suffering") necessarily includes the idea of
"suffering", | think the word is antithetical to the Epicurean goal. A wise person would not
contribute to their own suffering by accepting the same punishment as someone else; rather, a
wise person would direct their efforts toward trying to remedy the situation, or risk their life to
rescue a friend in need. | think our interests would be better served by employing "sympathy"
or "empathy" instead of "compassion".
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