Compassion in Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Kalosyni” of February 8, 2022 at 10:57 PM

It seems to me that the word "pity" in the past had a different shade of meaning than what it
has now, as we can see from Don, in the Tolkien excerpt above.

Here is an excerpt the end of chapter 2 of "A Few Days in Athens" ...the word pity in the very
last sentence.

Quote

[Time] "as he leads us gently onwards in the path of life, demonstrates to us many
truths that we never heard in the schools, and some that, hearing there, we found hard
to receive. Our knowledge of human life must be acquired by our passage through it;
the lessons of the sage are not sufficient to impart it. Our knowledge of men must be
acquired by our own study of them; the report of others will never convince us. When
you, my son, have seen more of life, and studied more men, you will find, or, at least, |
think you will find, that the judgment is not false which makes us lenient to the failings
— yea! even to the crimes of our fellows. In youth, we act on the impulse of feeling,
and we feel without pausing to judge. An action, vicious in itself, or that is so merely in
our estimation, fills us with horror, and we turn from its agent without waiting to listen
to the plea which his ignorance could make to our mercy. In our ripened years,
supposing our judgment to have ripened also, when all the insidious temptations that
misguided him, and all the disadvantages that he has labored under, perhaps-from his
birth, are apparent to us — it is then, and not till then, that our indignation at the crime
is lost in our pity of the man.”
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