An Epicurean Understanding of Valentine's Day:
Love, Romance, and Free-will

Post by “Kalosyni” of February 7, 2022 at 11:53 AM

Quote from Cassius

That's because In my humble view modern psychology is as frequently or more a mess
(with camps saying very opposite things)

Yes, very true, and so it comes down everyone must choose for themselves which makes the
most reasonable sense. Lately there is the meme within psychology of "science-based"
therapies. But we must remember that science itself never holds a final or absolute answer.

Quote from Cassius

a reference to courtesans

| was referring to Lucretius Book 4, in which men are wooing courtesans (since they were not
prostitutes, but were like a mistress that was supported with gifts and other economic
requirements in exchange for exclusive (or mostly exclusive) sexual favors. So this description
by Lucretius can appear similar to the very early stage of dating and falling in love, where a
man tries to woo a woman with gifts. But Lucretius warns against having passion for the
courtesan. Everything he writes is based on the context of the courtesan, and so it is absolutely
not applicable to modern life.

Quote from Joshua

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"

I do not, of course, accept his definitions of "light" and "righteousness". And not
everyone will be flattered by the image of yoked oxen as a metaphor for marriage.

But there is something to the idea that a compatible foundation of values and beliefs
about 'the constitution of the world' is important to long-term happiness and
cooperation.

| do not say that it cannot work; only that it will be very difficult to make it work. And
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this may partly explain the reluctance of some people to pursue marriage, for who can
say what changes may develop in the space of decades?

Yes, a compatible foundation of values and beliefs is completey necessary. Also, both people
must have a kind, honest, and patient disposition. There are so many lists online about what
makes people compatible. Some say that two people shouldn't be too much the same, while
others say similarity of common interests will bring more shared activities, and shared activities
are what create a lasting bond. It makes sense to me that two people should be very similar.

As for the worldview of Epicureanism, and for myself, | think now that if | should ever remarry
that the person MUST also be Epicurean, which means that | may never remarry...but on the
plus side, at least | will remain free, and not become a "yoked oxen" (lol = ).
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