Social Media - Instant Messaging (Telegram, Matrix,
Threema)

Post by “Cassius” of February 6, 2022 at 9:43 PM

Today at the suggestion of another user here | have started exploring THREEMA as an
alternative messenger. The great advantage that Threema has over Signal, Telegram,
Whatsapp, and similar is that it does not require any identifying information like Telephone
numbers (which Signal and Telegram require). The "disadvantage" is that there is a four dollar
one time (lifetime) fee to join the network. | put "disadvantage" in quotes because | agree with
Threema's argument -- that if you aren't paying something for the product, then "YOU are the
product" because the only way such companies can stay in business is data mine your
information. | also don't consider it a major disadvantage because the cost is minimal, and
probably serves the good purpose of making sure that those who join are serious (to the extent
that four dollars is "serious"). Threema is based in Switzerland where the European privacy laws
seem to be considerably stronger than they currently are in the USA.

| have set up an EpicureanFriends group on Threema, but consistent with its privacy focus it's
no possible to find it on a public directory. Someone who is currently a member has to add you
to the group.

| will probably make a post about this on the front page, and if things continue to look good
Threema will probably become my main backup alternative to the forum itself. I've been
tempted to launch a Telegram channel, but | think in the end that this forum software does
most of the communication we need, and if we want a second / backup solution to
communicate when the forum is down or in an emergency, Threema makes the most sense.

If you use Threema and would like to be a part of the EpicureanFriends group there, and
thereby be part of our emergency backup / instant messenger system, just send me a message
and we will get you added. That way if anything ever happens to your account of the forum
goes down for a period of time you'll have a way to stay in touch until we are back up.

Em W ' Frntarns

The messenger that puts
security and privacy
first.
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A comparison of the major messengers from Threema's point of view is here.
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