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A metaphor for the relationship between the three core components of Epicurean philosophy.

The keystone arch was a Roman invention, and a gateway to the building of the palatial domes
and vaulted ceilings of Imperial architecture. For us, it may stand as a symbol for the careful
balance of the Epicurean system.

The keystone, or capstone, is clearly supported by the stones on either side. But just as the
apex of the span is supported by the lower elements, it supports them also in its turn; the arch,
though classified into parts, is in truth a single self-reinforcing whole. The Physics may stand
alone, but standing alone it is weakened; and the same with the Canonics. Together they hold
up the higher order function of the Ethics, and, so doing, hold each other up as well---and so
without the Ethics, the system falls.
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