Things that happen after we die

Post by “Cassius” of February 4, 2022 at 9:23 AM

Quote from Don

| think "responsibility" isn't the right word.

| agree that this word is a problem, though it can be defined so that it is not. And
"responsibility" is pretty close to "duty" which is a word the Stoics like even better. Cicero's "On
Duties" impressed me at the time before | started reading Epicurus. There may still be good
parts of it, and | do recall good hypothetical questions (such as what should the ship captain
bearing corn to a starving town due when he knows that there are more ships right behind him
on the way to the town. Tell them that more ships are on the way and the price will fall, or
charge all he can get?)

But all of these questions have Epicurean answers based on calculations of pleasure and pain
widely understood to include all types and considerations of what we will experience as a result
of our actions, so "duty" and "responsibility" have to be carefully defined not to imply "duty to
god" or "duty to ideals" of any kind.
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