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Post by “Cassius” of January 31, 2022 at 12:26 PM

Quote from Godfrey

Not to make this chart idea even more complicated, but it seems as if it would need a
time element as well. What major form(s) of Indian Buddhism was active at the time of
the ancient Greeks v what major forms are currently available to Westerners.

| think Godfrey knows me well enough that | am not saying this to be disagreeable, but that
kind of historical exposition is probably beyond what people here would need, unless they are
truly historians. Several of the comments above have made points about "Secular Buddhism""
or something similar, and in truth that's probably where our focus ought to be: we're here to
help people, so our efforts probably ought to focus on the major forms into which people we
come into contact with regularly would have themselves come into contact with it. Almost like,
again using the analogy of the Hermotimus dialogue, there were sort of like callers from the
varying schools on every corner, calling people into their particular school. It would be those
high-sounding and attractive points that they would focus on to get people attracted in the first
place, and | would think a lot of the distinctions we are most needing to know are probably
visible even on that superficial level.

Does it really surprise people who are first being attracted to Buddhism that "nothingness" is a
central idea? | suspect most people get that message pretty quickly, and it's already at that
level that the warning flags and buzzers need to be waving and going off in our minds.
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