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Post by “Scott” of January 31, 2022 at 12:09 AM

Quote from Joshua

| will attempt to take Cassius up on his request for an epitome of Buddhist teachings

What you wrote seems basically correct for Theravada, Joshua. Mahayana Buddhists, however,
would take issue with certain points of it. Some of them would throw out most of it.

Quote from Joshua

In view of the above list, you will apprehend the impossibility of removing rebirth,
kamma [karma] or nibbana [nirvana] from Buddhism. They are integral. There are
those in the secular community who keep the name of Buddhism for its ethics, or for its
mindfulness, or for its psychology---but whatever it is that remains, it is not Buddhism.

You have every right to call things what you choose, Joshua. But Secular Buddhists will probably
continue to identify themselves as Buddhist. In fact those who follow Stephen Batchelor's line
will say the Theravada tradition is NOT true Buddhism, that it suffers from translation errors
that fundamentally distorted the Buddha's message, and also that the elements you describe
such as karma and rebirth and so forth were NOT part of the Buddha's message at all but rather
muddied their way into the Buddha's recorded teachings over time. Batchelor suggests this
happened as part of an attempt to better conform the new "religion" to the widely accepted
and deeply engrained soteriology in India thought.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2362-2022-epicurus-vs-buddhism-compare-and-contrast-
thread/?postID=16408#post16408 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2362-2022-epicurus-vs-buddhism-compare-and-contrast-thread/&postID=16380#post16380
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2362-2022-epicurus-vs-buddhism-compare-and-contrast-thread/&postID=16381#post16381
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2362-2022-epicurus-vs-buddhism-compare-and-contrast-thread/?postID=16408#post16408
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2362-2022-epicurus-vs-buddhism-compare-and-contrast-thread/?postID=16408#post16408

