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"Buddhism in America"...is very much eclectic. At the Zen Buddhist Temple | attended there
were rituals which were "more" Japanese Zen than what most lineages in Japan practice, and so
monks from Japan would occassionally come to the Temple to study and practice under the
head priest to learn the forms.

When people asked questions about "rebirth" the head priest's answer was very much in line
with what Joshua wrote. But yet the head priest never forced or required anyone to hold to any
one belief of "rebirth", so that people often interpreted it with a modern twist. Also, in Zen
Buddhism rituals are very important and are considered to be the gateway to enlightenment
(which goes against the Theravada avoidance of the fetter of attachment to rites and rituals).
So Buddhism isn't so cut and dry, even if that would make it easier to talk about, and as Matt
appears to hope for.

And this should be a lesson here for Epicureanism: It is really difficult to make people conform
to one view of something. Everyone will have their own unique understanding of various points
within the doctrine, and even that understanding may evolve and change over time.

So for example: there are now the two "camps"...one who's goal is "tranquil pleasures" vs. the
other's goal is "all pleasures which do not lead to greater pains" (and which is our school). This
will continue to be an issue and so we probably need to "make peace with it"...reach across this
divide and make a truce, because it will be up to each person to decide their goal and also
which interpretations best suit their temperament.

And something similar may happen for people within Epicureanism as with Buddhism. (Many
people try out multiple schools of Buddhism (Theravada, Zen, Tibetan) before they find the one
that feels right to them. Although in Epicureanism right now we don't have the formal level of
development, other than what is online, but to me there appears to be two "camps".

Of course we still need to be clear about exactly where we stand here in this forum.

@Cassius...looking forward to hearing what you think?
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