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That seems to be a solid epitome to me! Well done!

Quote from Joshua

as for the gods, they are too caught up in palliative pleasures to see the need to break
the cycle

This always intrigued me about the Buddhist gods on the wheel of samsara: They're so blissed
out and pleasure-filled, they can't conceive of not being reborn as a god (to greatly simplify the
situation).

Which got me thinking: How does this apply to the Epicurean gods? They are supposedly
experiencing pleasure all the time. Is that correct? Isn't this just another form of "harps in
heaven"? Would a blissful, pleasure-filled eternity get old? If every variety of pleasure could be
experienced eventually in infinite time by an incorruptible being/spirit/entity/god, wouldn't
pleasure get old? Is that one reason we don't need an infinite life to experience the most
pleasurable life? 

I bring this up because I also just recently finished all four seasons of The Good Place, and this
was exactly the dilemma the characters faced when redesigning the Good Place. All the
"people" there were numb, lethargic etc because they had experienced *everything* they had
ever wanted to do. Now, the biggest excitement was milkshakes (according to Hypatia). The
main characters decided it was human life's mortality that gave life meaning. So, in the
redesign of the Good Place, they decided to provide an exit. When you've experienced
everything you could ever want, you could decide to leave the Good Place for good and "return
your essence to the universe," i.e., cease to exist. Which struck me as almost Epicurean in the
end. Your atoms will eventually get recycled for other purposes by the cosmos. That's not an
afterlife btw, just the natural process to be clear.

Thinking out loud here and open to thoughts.
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