Episode One Hundred Seven - The Epicurean
Emphasis on Natural Science

Post by “Cassius” of January 28, 2022 at 3:32 PM

Welcome to Episode One Hundred Seven of Lucretius Today.

This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius, who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the
only complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy left to us from the ancient world.

I am your host Cassius, and together with our panelists from the EpicureanFriends.com forum,
we'll walk you through the six books of Lucretius' poem, and we'll discuss how Epicurean
philosophy can apply to you today. We encourage you to study Epicurus for yourself, and we
suggest the best place to start is the book "Epicurus and His Philosophy" by Canadian professor
Norman DeWitt.

If you find the Epicurean worldview attractive, we invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus
at EpicureanFriends.com, where you will find a discussion thread for each of our podcast
episodes and many other topics.

At this point in our podcast we have completed our first line-by-line review of the poem, and we
have turned to the presentation of Epicurean ethics found in Cicero's On Ends. Last week we
started section 63, but only got through the first two sentences. Today we return to section 63
and discuss the Epicurean emphasis on natural science.

Now let's join Martin reading today's text:

ameloration—of life—or forthe facilitation—of debate—He laid the greatest stress on natural
science. That branch of knowledge enables us to realize clearly the force of words and the
natural conditions of speech and the theory of consistent and contradictory expressions; and
when we have learned the constitution of the universe we are relieved of superstition, are
emancipated from the dread of death, are not agitated through ignorance of phenomena, from
which ignorance, more than any thing else, terrible panics often arise; finally, our characters
will also be improved when we have learned what it is that nature craves. Then again if we
grasp a firm knowledge of phenomena, and uphold that canon, which almost fell from heaven
into human ken, that test to which we are to bring all our judgments concerning things, we shall
never succumb to any man’s eloguence and abandon our opinions.
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[64] Moreover, unless the constitution of the world is thoroughly understood, we shall by no
means be able to justify the verdicts of our senses. Further, our mental perceptions all arise
from our sensations; and if these are all to be true, as the system of Epicurus proves to us, then
only will cognition and perception become possible. Now those who invalidate sensations and
say that perception is altogether impossible, cannot even clear the way for this very argument
of theirs when they have thrust the senses aside. Moreover, when cognition and knowledge
have been invalidated, every principle concerning the conduct of life and the performance of its
business becomes invalidated. So from natural science we borrow courage to withstand the fear
of death, and firmness to face superstitious dread, and tranquillity of mind, through the
removal of ignorance concerning the mysteries of the world, and self-control, arising from the
elucidation of the nature of the passions and their different classes, and as | shewed just now,
our leader again has established the canon and criterion of knowledge and thus has imparted to
us a method for marking off falsehood

from truth.
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