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It is important here, that we all see that there are various views begin presented on this thread
that are coming from individual opinions, some of which are not based on the deep study of
Buddhism.

When it came to my Buddhist understanding, I began to feel that either something was lost in
time or lost in translation, or the Hindu religious understanding crept back into Buddhism (and
which stamped out Buddhism in India after a certain number of years).

In Buddhism there is the understanding of the present moment experience...of understanding
the components of present moment experience...there are objects, and there are sensory
organs, and there are the sensory experiences. And consciousness arises from these sensory
experiences.

Because if you follow the logic, then actually Buddha was ending the idea of endless
reincarnation. In fact, his idea may have been so far out there that very few people actually got
it. Basically this: that conciousness depends on the body. This is what I got from studying the
Pali Suttas, and reading between the lines so to speak...but basically taking the ideas of Buddha
to their logical conclusions.

As for the emphasis on suffering, maybe that too got taken out of it's original teaching. Buddha
says in the Pali Suttas..."I teach dukkha (suffering) and the end of dukkkha". And so it originally
was a kind of "self-help" teaching. And Buddha tells the story of the raft...you use the raft to
cross the river, but once you reach the other side you don't start carrying the raft around, you
leave it behind.

So as I think about it, an entire religion formed around Buddha, but evolved way beyond what
Buddha intended. (hmm...that happened in Christianity also).

But the main take away here is that Buddhism has as it's goal the removal of suffering.

And Epicureanism has as it's goal the experience of pleasure. So it is a very different
orientation. And I am still learning.

Quote from Cassius

But do you FIRST understand WHY this path makes sense?
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Someone who skips right to the "application" without understanding may be apt to give
up when the going gets tough, or when, as Lucretius says, that person is confronted by
the scary or intimidating tales of the religionists or idealists, who suggest that you are
following the path of evil by not heeding their definition of "the good."

In short it's important to understand why and how Epicurus embraced pleasure as the
good so that you won't be shaken from the course in the inevitable storms of life.

Yes, thank you Cassius! I will carry on with my Epicurean studies 
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