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Quote from Cassius

2 - While it looks more appropriate to use "dialectic" rather than "logic," that really
doesn't answer the question because as cited above the term is generally now being
referred to as "dialectical logic" to reference a particular form or type of logic

That's one of my arguments for always going back (a) to the original text (What word is used
before translation?) and (b) What is the context and connotations of the word during the time
period of the writing? While Diogenes Laertius is writing hundreds of years after Epicurus, it was
Metrodorus and Epicurus who were writing "against the dialecticians." It seems to be that
during their time, dialectic seems to refer to what we call the "Socratic method." I get the
impression Epicurus did not agree with this round and round "What do you mean by _____?" He
strikes me as "say what you mean." Even Torquatus prefers the lecture/presentation approach
over continual back and forth dialogue/dialectic with Cicero.

See also

Dialectic - Wikipedia

Quote

Dialectic or dialectics (Greek: διαλεκτική, dialektikḗ; related to dialogue; German:
Dialektik), also known as the dialectical method, is a discourse between two or more
people holding different points of view about a subject but wishing to establish the
truth through reasoned argumentation. Dialectic resembles debate, but the concept
excludes subjective elements such as emotional appeal and the modern pejorative
sense of rhetoric. Dialectic may thus be contrasted with both the eristic, which refers to
argument that aims to successfully dispute another's argument (rather than searching
for truth), and the didactic method, wherein one side of the conversation teaches the
other.

If using this as a jumping of point, it seems that Epicurus may be more of didactic than
dialectic.
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