
Preconceptions and PD24
Post by “SimonC” of January 23, 2022 at 6:27 AM

Quote from Nate

"The point which Epicurus discusses after sensation is what he called by the technical
term of προλήψις, anticipation or preconception. It is explained asa general idea stored
up, a right opinion, a conception, or the memory of what has been more than once
presented to us from without. When we apply a name to an object we can only do so by
means of a previous conception corresponding to the name: and that conception is
ultimately an image derived from the senses.

This is the Laertius view of prolepsis which DeWitt argues against, so should perhaps be taken
with a grain of salt.

Being able to be summarised as a clear mental image can't be an essential feature of prolepsis
since we know that Epicurus considered "justice" to be an example.
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