Epicurean Worldview, Personal Identity, and
Creating Community

Post by “Cassius” of January 18, 2022 at 10:05 PM

I am thinking also that if | were to convene a meeting this weekend at some convention, | would
have one of those large standup posters made with the quote that is currently on the top of the
home page as a verbal summary of how things all fit together and what to expect in the
discussion over time.

Quote

Moreover, unless the constitution of the world is thoroughly understood, we
shall by no means be able to justify the verdicts of our senses. Further, our
mental perceptions all arise from our sensations; and if these are all to be
true, as the system of Epicurus proves to us, then only will cognition and
perception become possible. ... [W]hen cognition and knowledge have been
invalidated, every principle concerning the conduct of life and the
performance of its business becomes invalidated. So from natural science we
borrow courage to withstand the fear of death, and firmness to face
superstitious dread, and tranquillity of mind, through the removal of
ignorance concerning the mysteries of the world, and self-control, arising
from the elucidation of the nature of the passions and their different
classes...
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