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Thank you everyone, and especially Cassius, for your helpful comments.

I don't think I would be enjoying my study of Epicureanism without everyone's help here on this
forum. So this is an example of how community is helpful.

I think that atheists would probably be the most receptive people to talk to about Epicureanism,
because there are so many similarities. In the atheist meetup that I went to pre-covid, I can't
think of even one of the attendees who would actually believe in an afterlife. As for unexamined
Platonic ideas (perhaps the "left-over" remains of a Christian upbringing) I can imagine if that
was an issue, they would be very open to examining that. The main difficulty would be to
convey: "pleasure as the highest good".

I would say tranquility is in the service of pleasure, so tranquility is under the umbrella of
pleasure. So that also means that for those who really enjoy tranquility, then we must see that
they desire it for the sake of pleasure. But those who enjoy tranquility, shouldn't make
judgements against those modern Epicureans who enjoy motion, movement, sensations, and
the liveliness of an "extroverted" lifestyle.

And of course, even friendship is in the service of pleasure.
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