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The Infula (1.87) is of course a religious headdress for sacrificing. It is a thick band of twisted
red and white wool, wrapped around the forehead several times and then tied behind the head,
with the free ends hanging forward over the shoulders onto the chest. It was worn on the
forehead by priests and priestesses during official religious activities AND ALSO put on animal
victims as their sacrificial headband. As soon as this influla was put on Īphiánassa's head (in
contrast to the vitta, the matrimonial headband, that she expected) she knew that the
gathering was not for a wedding but for a sacrifice. She was not a priestess trained to perform
sacrifices... and therefore could conclude that she was the offering.
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